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ACMA and Communications Alliance join forces for Communications 
Consumer Dialogue 

The Australian Communications and Media Authority and Communications 
Alliance have come together to present the inaugural Communications Consumer 
Dialogue, which will focus on how new and emerging technologies might benefit 
consumers. 

Louise Sylvan, Deputy Chair, Australian Competition and Consumer 
Commission, will deliver the keynote address, while award winning journalist 
Jennie Brockie will be the master of ceremonies and moderator at the event on 22 
August 2007.  

‘The Communications Consumer Dialogue will see Communications Alliance and 
ACMA working together for the benefit of consumers. The two organisations will 
combine to look at how consumers can gain the benefits that future 
communication technologies will provide,’  said Anne Hurley, Communications 
Alliance CEO. 

‘The Dialogue provides an exciting and new opportunity for Australian consumers 
and their representatives to gather, learn from and interact with a diverse and 
challenging array of speakers, as well as each other. To achieve this, the three 
panel sessions will be highly interactive,’  said Chris Chapman, ACMA Chairman.  

‘ I’m particularly happy that the event will provide a stage for representatives of 
disabled consumers to focus on the benefits and challenges that new technologies 
will offer to people with disabilities and their families.’  

Panel sessions will feature expert participants from industry, special interest and 
advocacy groups including: Laurel Papworth, Online Communities Strategist, 
World Communities; Mark Pesce, writer, inventor and researcher; Michael 
McLeod, Chief Executive Officer, Message Stick; Graeme Innes, Disability 
Discrimination Commissioner, Human Rights and Equal Opportunity 
Commission; Alex Varley, CEO, Media Access Australia; Tim Noonan, 
consultant; Dr Christopher Newell, Associate Professor, School of Medicine, 
University of Tasmania; Teresa Corbin, Chief Executive Officer, Consumers' 
Telecommunications Network; Mara Bun, Head of Research, CANNEX; 
Professor Katherine Blashki, Chair of New Media Technologies, Deakin 
University; and Chris Cheah, Member, ACMA. 

The Communications Consumer Dialogue 2007, open to all and free of charge, 
will be held at the Sydney Masonic Centre, 66 Goulburn St, Sydney, on 22 
August 2007. For further information about the Dialogue, or to register go to:  
https://www.slatteryit.com.au/congress07.aspx   

 



 

ACMA Media Release |  MR 91/2007 2 of 3 

Media contacts 

Communications Alliance  
Belinda Cotter 
Spectrum Communications  
(02) 9954 3299 
belindac@spectrumcomms.com.au 

ACMA  
Donald Robertson 
ACMA Media  
(02) 9334 7980 
media@acma.gov.au  




