WC29 : Mobile Phone Network Infrastructure Revision
Working Committee

Terms of Reference

Objective of the Code and the revision

The objectives of this Code are:

(a) to apply a Precautionary Approach to the deployment of radiocommunications infrastructure;

(b) to provide best practice processes for demonstrating compliance with relevant exposure limits and the protection of the public;

(c) to ensure relevant stakeholders are informed and consulted before radiocommunications infrastructure is constructed;

(d) to specify standards for consultation, information availability and presentation;

(e) to consider the impact on the well being of the community, physical or otherwise, of radiocommunications infrastructure; and

(f) to ensure Council and community views are incorporated into the radiocommunications infrastructure site selection.

The objective of this revision is to address the areas detailed in the Working Committee’s Terms of Reference to ensure that the obligations upon the Carriers are providing the best mechanisms to meet the above objectives of the Code.

Terms of Reference

The WC29 : Mobile Phone Network Infrastructure Revision Working Committee is to perform an area of work identified in the review of the Deployment of Mobile Phone Network Infrastructure (ACIF C564:2004) Industry Code (the ‘Code’). This Committee in carrying out the specific terms below is to observe the following guidelines, as appropriate:

· to ensure that Codes that are to be registered with the ACMA comply with Part 6 of the Telecommunications Act 1997 and the ACMA ‘Developing Telecommunications Codes for registration – a Guide’  including the identification of:

· the sections of the industry that are to be covered by the Code, as per s.110 of the Act; and

· the telecommunications activities to be covered by the Code, as per s.109 of the Act.
The Working Committee is to revise the Code considering the following:
1.
Explanatory Statement – Further information to be added on the following:
· Changes in technologies, including description of technologies
· Land Access and Activity Notice (LAAN)

· Facilities installation permit
· Compensation
· Information for land owners on their rights in relation to a carrier's use of their land for infrastructure and carriers’ obligations.
2.
Clause 1.5 – Notification

· Allowance for notification to stakeholders via traditional postal services and internet/email.

3.
Section 5 – Consultation and notification with local communities and council:

· improved transparency and communication of site selection and rejection, including regard to EME (Clause 5.1)

· impact of the changing role of local government and impact on Code processes and therefore better ways of engaging the community in consultation
· clarification of blackout periods for notifications (e.g. Christmas holidays), including an elongation of period
· clarification of whom to contact when the property is managed by a body corporate/ owners’ corporation 

· explore introducing a two-tier consultative process of community engagement for facilities which are planned to be near community-sensitive locations, e.g. schools, heritage/draft heritage sites
· consider the inclusion of the following items in carrier community consultation plans:
· consultation strategy
·  key messages to communicate to the community
·  service level agreement (e.g. response times)

· programme of Activities
·  performance measurement
· communication of consultation outcomes to stakeholders/community
· who from the Carrier approved the consultation plan and date of approval
· version control

· examples of consultation plans or template consultation plans

· signage on properties (consent of property owner versus community interest in awareness of proposed siting)(Clause 5.5.6 (j))

· techniques for consulting with communities, e.g. a website, flowcharts, checklists
4.
Clause 6.2.2(b) – amend the RF EMR Health and Safety information provided by a carrier to specify ‘frequency bands’ rather ‘operating frequency’
5.
Appendices – update information:

· Appendix B – ARPANSA EME Report Format
· Appendix D –RF Warning Signs
6.
Format the Code as a Communications Alliance publication.

7.
Editorial changes that update existing references such as organisation names and contacts.
Deliverables

· a revised edition of the Deployment of Mobile Phone Network Infrastructure Industry Code (C564)

Terms of Reference Exclusions
Issues related to:
· the regulatory arrangements including the Telecommunications (Low Impact Facilities) Determination 1997.
· Government powers and policy setting.
· the Australian EMR emissions standards and health effects.
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